Calendar No. 1635 


82p ConereEss SENATE { REPORT 
No. 1701 


2d Session 








LEONARD JESSE RICHARDS (MICHIO INOUE) 


JUNE 9 (legislative day, JUNE 5), 1952.—Ordered to be printed 


UNIV. OF MICH. 
Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciadt! Shbnditdbere 


following wi 
ollowing LAW LIBRARY 
REPORT 


[To accompany H. R. 5301] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H. R. 5301) for the relief of Leonard Jesse Richards (Michio Inoue), 
having considered the same, reports favorably thereon without amend- 
ment and recommends that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to waive the racial barrier to admission 
into the United States in behalf of a minor Japanese child to be 
adopted by United States citizens. The child would be considered 
to be a nonquota immigrant which is the status normally enjoyed by 
the alien minor children of United States citizens. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill is a minor Japanese child who has been 
released for adoption by the Baby Home in Tokyo, Japan to Set. and 
Mrs. Thomas G. Richards who are United States citizens. 

Congressman Mike Mansfield, the author of the bill, submitted to 
the chairman of the Subcommittee on Immigration of the Committee 
on the Judiciary of the House of Representatives the following infor- 
mation in connection with the case: 

House oF REPRESENTATIVES, 


Washington, D. C., April 2, 1952. 
Hon. Francis WALTER, 


Chairman, Subcommittee on Immigration, 
Judiciary Committee, House of Representatives. 
Dear TuHapb: My bill, H. R. 5301, for the relief of Leonard Jesse Richards 
(Michio Inoue), is pending in your subcommittee and is scheduled. I understand 
your next meeting will be April 28, and I would appreciate it very much if you 
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would take this bill up at that time. This child is the adopted child of Sgt. and 
Mrs. Thomas Richards. Sergeant Richards has been stationed in Japan and was 
due to leave there on March 28. However, he has requested an extension of 
90 days which would mean that he would leave for the States, June 28. How- 
ever, I do not know at this time if this extension will be granted in view of the 
fact that he has been in the Pacific for 46 months and a tour of duty is 36 months. 

You will recall that Private Law 250, Eighty-second Congress was approved 
for the other foster child of these folks and as you can well understand, they 
want to be able to bring both children back with them to the States. I have sub- 
mitted to your committee the necessary papers with respect to the adoption, ete. 

Would you please let me know if this can be scheduled for a hearing on the 28th 
and anything you can do will be appreciated by me? 

Thanking you, and with best personal wishes, I am 

Sincerely yours, 
Mike MANSFIELD. 


Wine Leaaw Orrice, 
THREE HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-FOURTH Troop CARRIER WiNG (H), 
APO 704, August 15, 1961. 
Hon. Mike MANSFIELD, 
United States Representative, First District, Montana, 
House Office Building, Washington 25, D. C. 


Dear Mr. MaAnsFIELp: Your letter of July 23, 1951, indicating that you would 
graciously consent to introduce private legislation for the second adopted child 
of Technical Sergeant and Mrs. Richards received with sincere appreciation. 

The background of this second adoption is similar to that set out in my original 
letter to you in connection with the adoption of their first child, with the exception 
of the fact that the second baby was obtained through Sister Odilia’s Baby Home 
in Tokyo with the consent of the child welfare section of the municipal govern- 
ment of Tokyo. The child in question is a young boy 12 months of age whose 
Japanese name is Michio Inoue and whose given name will be Leonard Jesse 
Richards. 

On behalf of the Richardses I filed a petition in the Hachioji branch of the Tokyo 
domestic relations court requesting adoption of this child. After the court had 
appointed me guardian ad litem for the child, the petition was granted on August 
13, 1951. Copies of these petitions and of the decrees in both Japanese and 
English are enclosed herewith, and identified. There is enclosed, also, a letter 
from the Catholic chaplain of this base in company with letters of recommenda- 
tion from others who have known the Richardses and who endorse this application. 
I have omitted from this file the personal history statements executed by the 
foster parents that I have customarily included, in the thought that the state- 
ments from the original file will suffice also for this case. 

I enclose a letter from Sister Odilia Lehman, director of the baby home, 
addressed to the chief of the child welfare section of the Tokyo central office 
establishing the transfer of the child to the custody of Sergeant and Mrs. Richards. 
Enclosed, also, you will find a letter from the chief of the child welfare section 
authorizing the placing of this child with Sergeant and Mrs. Richards. In addition, 
there is a copy of the child’s census register indicating his status as abandoned in 
company with certain other papers presented to the court. Neediess to say, both 
personally and officially, I heartily endorse the prospective immigration, naturali- 
gation, and adoption of this child as I did that of the first son. 

Your help in this matter will be greatly appreciated. In the event that you find 
that other supporting information might be needed or know of any further assist- 
ance that I might render in the support of the passage of this bill, kindly advise me 
accordingly. On behalf of this couple permit me again to thank you in advance 
for your courtesy in this instance. With kindest personal regards, I remain, 

Very sincerely yours, 
Grorce J. Go_psporovas, Jr., 
First Lieutenant, United States Air Force, Wing Legal Officer. 
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PETITION OF APPLICATION FOR ADOPTION 


Date: August 6, 1951. 
To: Hachioji Branch of Tokyo, Domestic Relations Court. 
Name of petitioner: Staff Sgt. Thomas G. Richards. 
Permanent address: Lewistown, Mont., U.S. A. 
Present address: Dependent quarters 415—-G, Tachikawa Air Base. 
Name of petitioner: Mary Jane Richards. 
Permanent address: Lewistown, Mont., U.S. A. 
Present address: Dependent quarters 415—-G, Tachikawa Air Base. 
Person in question: Michio Inoue (Leonard Jesse). 
Permanent address: 8-banchi, Minami-Inari-cho, Taito-ku, Tokyo-to. 
Present address: Dependent quarters 415—-G, Tachikawa Air Base. 


Object of petition: It is petitioned by the undersigned petitioners, Staff Sgt. 
Thomas G. Richards, and Mary Jane Richards, that the judgment of the court 
be given regarding the permission of the subjected petition which the said peti- 
tioners should be legally authorized to adopt Michio Tatu; the person in question 
who is under full legal age. 

Reason of adoption: Under decree of this court these petitioners previously 
adopted Takano Joji (Raphael) and now desire to adopt the person in question 
to be raised as a brother to their first adopted son. This second child will be 
taken to the United States to be supported and educated as if he were their natural 
child. 

Attached documents: A copy of marriage license of the petitioners. A copy 
of census register of the person in question. Certificate of real mother. A copy 
of contract. between the petitioners and the baby home. 

Mary JANE RIcHARDs, 
Signature of Petitioner. 

Tuomas G. RIcHARDs, 
Signature of Petitioner. 





Hacuiost Brancu OFFIce, 
Toxyo Domestic REeLaTions Court, 
August 18, 1951, 
DECREE 


Petitioners: Thomas G. Richard and Mary Jane Richard. 
Home address: Lewistown, Mont., the United States of America. 
Present address: Dependent House 415-G, Tachikawa Air Base, Tachikawa 

City, Tokyo-to, Japan. 

Person in question: Michio Inoue (Leonard Jesse). 

Registered address: 8-bancho, Minami-Inari-machi, Taito-ku, Tokyo-to. 

Present address: Dependent House 415-G, Tachikawa Air Base, Tachikawa 
City, Tokyo-to. 

Pertaining to the petition for adoption between the above parties, Case No. 
Ka-2347 in 1951, I, the undersigned judge, after having examined the petitioners 
in the presence of an interpreter, Kenjiro Kurosaki, and recognized the petition 
as proper one, do hereby give the decision as follows: 


SENTENCE 


It is hereby granted that the petitioners, Thomas G. Richard and Mary Jane 
Richard shall adopt the child in question, Michio Inoue, minor child. 
TAKESHI HASEGAWA, 
Judge of Domestic Relations Court. 
I, the undersigned court clerk, do hereby certify that the above is a full and 
complete copy of the original decree of the court. 
[OFFICIAL SEAL] 
Kazuko WATANABE [SEAL] 
Court Clerk. 
I, Kenjiro Kurosaki, do hereby affirm that the above is a true and exact transla- 
tion of the attached copy of the decree of court to the best of my knowledge and 
ability. 
Kewyrro Kvrosakt, 
Interpreter, Wing Legal Office. 
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Sr. Oprn1a Home Basy’s Nursery, 
Nakano ku, Tokyo, June 21, 1951. 
To Whom It May Concern: 

Permission is granted to Thomas G, Richards, staff sergeant, USAF, and Mary 
J. Richards, his wife, to adopt Antonio (Leonard Jesse) from Sister Odilia’s 
Baby Home. 

The home acquired the child when he was 24 hours old on the 28th of August 
1950. The child was brought to the home by Ueno Juvenile Consultation Office, 
and the identity of his parents are not known. He is a subject of the Empire of 
Japan and is of Caucasian-Japanese parentage, and is registered in the Taito 
Ward Office, Ueno Prefecture. 

The home was granted permission to place the child out for adoption by the 
Ueno Juvenile Consultation Office in accordance with the juvenile protection law. 

The Richards have agreed to take the child into their home, granting him all 
the rights and benefits of a natural child, and to educate him in a Catholic school 
and according to the precepts of the Roman Catholic Church. Furthermore, they 
agree to keep the home informed of progress of the child. 

Sr. Optn1a LEHMAN. 
A certified true copy: 
GeorceE J. Gotprorovuaa, IJr., 
First Lieutenant United States Air Force, Wing Legal Officer. 


OFFICE OF THE CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN, 
THREE HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-FOURTH TROOP CARRIER WING, 
APO 704, Care or PosTMASTER, 
San Francisco, Calif., August 6, 1951. 
To Whom It May Concern: 

Tech. Sgt. and Mrs. Thomas G. Richards, Three Hundred and Seventy-fourth 
Supply Squadron, APO 704, have been known to me for the past 8 months. 
During that time, I have gotten to know them well aad I consider that they will 
make excellent parents and provide an excellent home for any child committed 
to their care. 

Sincerely in Christ, 
Wriuram E. Maner, 
Chaplain (Captain), United States Air Force. 


——_—— 


Lewistown, Mont., July 28, 1951. 
To Whom It May Concern: 

You are herewith advised that I am personally acquainted with Tech. Sgt. 
Thomas G, Richards, who is now stationed at Tachikowa Air Base at Honshu, 
Japan. 

That I have known him all his life and that he was born and raised in Lewistown, 
Fergus County, State of Montana; that he attended the local public schools and 
high school; that he left Fergus County to go into the armed services, as I recall, 
sometime in 1942. 

That Technical Sergeant Richards has always borne a good reputation, is 
trustworthy, and a man of integrity and dependability; and that he is worthy of 
any confidence or trust that may be placed in him. 
Aaron R. SxHutt, 

Attorney at Law. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is 
of the opinion that the bill (H. R. 5301) should be enacted. 


O 





